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before them had no right to ignore them. Doubtless
they all had their explanations which they bona fide
believed in. But what was there that excluded Mr.
Newman from the claim to bona fides t He had
attacked no foundation of Christianity; he had
denied or doubted no article of the Creed. He gave
his explanations, certainly not more far-fetched than
those of some of his judges. In a Church divided
by many conflicting views, and therefore bound to all
possible tolerance, he had adopted one view which
certainly was unpopular and perhaps was dangerous.
He might be confuted, he might be accused, or, if
so be, convicted of error, perhaps of heresy. But
nothing of this kind was attempted. The incompati-
bility of his view, not merely with the Articles, but
with morality in signing what all, of whatever party,
had signed, was asserted in a censure, which evaded
the responsibility of specifying the point which it
condemned. The alarm of treachery and conspiracy
is one of the most maddening of human impulses.
The Heads of Houses, instead of moderating and
sobering it, with the authority of instructed and
sagacious rulers, blew it into a flame. And they
acted in such a hurry that all sense of proportion and
dignity was lost. They peremptorily refused to wait
even a few days, as the writer requested, and as was
due to his character, for explanation. They dared
not risk an appeal to the University at large. They
dared not abide the effect of discussion on the blow
which they were urged to strike. They chose, that